



ST PATRICK’S PTA NEWSLETTER 
TERM 1, 2011
Hello to you all.
Apologies for the delay in getting this out to you, the Feb Earthquake stalled things for a bit. We hoper this finds you safe and well, and starting to get back on your feet.

Already the PTA is busy fundraising, and we have a packed Term 1 full of fundraising events to raise valuable funds to better your children’s educational experience.  With the cost of the Heat pumps due to be withdrawn from the PTA bank account it will soon look anaemic and we need to boost our funds.  Following a successful 2010 of PTA fundraising,  not even an major earthquake can stop us in our tracks so here goes:

Term 1 fundraising events are/have been:
Buller Marathon  - a successful event, more details to follow
Harvey Norman Sausage Sizzle  - March 12/13 - pencil in an hour of your time please.
Works of Weld Exhibition - couldn’t have been a better way to sizzle a saus at this art expo.  Thanks Stephanie for organising - and manning solidly  - for the weekend.  
Easter Raffle 
Paddy’s Challenge - Spencer Park Thursday 17th March.  
Truck Wheel Cleaning Project - a great fundraiser which thanks to Mrs Arthur’s, Kahikatea, Totara and a dedicated body of parent helpers netted a cool $270. Thanks to all involved.
Bunning’s Sausage Sizzle Feb ( cancelled due to Earthquake)

Buller Marathon:
We are still waiting for all sponsorship to come in so details of full amount raised not yet to hand.  We had 5 runners, Sophia Bidwell, Georgia Schofield, Grace Russell, Emma Goddard, Tom Maslin.
It was a great weekend and experience for runners  and nice for them to give back to their old school in a spirit of gratitude.  Thanks to Colin and Sarah Hancock, and the runners and Parents involved.

Easter Raffle:
Traditionally St Patrick’s PTA holds an Easter Raffle and this year is no different. Please could each family donate 1 Easter related food item and drop it off in the box in the Office.
***Do you have any empty hampers/attractive baskets that are collecting dust that would be better served as Easter Raffle  Hampers? Please bring to School office or drop off in Parent Room***
Paddy’s Challenge:
The Annual Paddy’s Day Challenge is almost upon us. Spencer Park is booked, and the sponsorship form will be coming home for kids to raise sponsorship for their efforts on the field.  This is another valuable fundraiser - and one which is a fun day out for everyone at the park.  Parent help is appreciated and there will be a morning tea supplied. (Look out for Bridget’s scones…). Please encourage your kids to knock on the neighbours doors, beg the grandparents, harass aunties and uncles for a few extra coins to help pay for some special IT equipment or perhaps some new books, even new sports uniforms of Kapa Haka outfits… all of which enhances your child’s educational experience at St Patrick’s.

Prize Drive/Donations:
Do you work for a corporate company or anyone who might want to donate prizes for the kids?  We are looking for great stuff like Water bottles, pens, hats, movie vouchers, dinner vouchers, - anything we can have to amplify our arsenal of prizes. 
If you can’t spare an hour of your time at a sausage sizzle or have any prizes maybe you can donate one of a monetary value…? We kindly ask that if you can’t spare 1 hour perhaps you can spare us $20?  Your donation will be used for the sole purpose of benefiting the students and parents of our school community. Drop off cheques to the PTA box in office, drop into the Parent room or contact one of your friendly PTA members. 

Pastoral Care:
We’re famous here for our care. If you know any family that has lost a family member,  one who has welcomed one, or know someone in the school community has been hospitalised, please let one of the Pastoral care reps know:
Rimu: Sarah H
Rata: Anna G
Matai: Bridget M
Kowhai: Rachel Fitzgerald
Kahikatea: Deb Walker
Totara: Rachel Malone
And we can get to those families some meals or some pastoral help.

Family Mass 
This term is on April 3rd.  All families to bring a plate for morning tea and Rimu are on tea and coffee duty.  Father Michael will be blessing the Tiles (created by your children that adorn the Fuller St entrance) after Mass, a great opportunity to view the tiles, and enjoy a cup of tea whilst admiring.

From all of your dedicated PTA committee – you know you want to join us!
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